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Representative wet collections 

•  Ichthyology 

•  Herpetology 

•  Crustacea 

•  Malacology 

•  Echinoderms 

•  Polychaeta 

•  Parts of many others 



What do they have in common? 

+ 

(and a specimen) 



What do we want? 



Label data or specimen images? 

•  Many invertebrates: 
little/no value in specimen images 

•  Where specimen images are desirable, see:  
iDigBio DROID workshop results (Developing Robust 
Object-to-Image-to-Data Workflows) 



What are the problems? 

•  Label visibility 

•  Multiple labels 

•  Container nesting 

•  Container heterogeneity 

•  Label heterogeneity 

•  Expeditionary collecting 



Label visibility 



Multiple labels 



Container nesting 



Container heterogeneity 



Label heterogeneity 



Expeditionary collecting 

Echinoderms 
Fishes 

Crustacea 
Cnidarians 

… 



Expeditionary collecting 



Recommendations 

•  Accommodate heterogeneity 
(either pre-digitization or in process) 

•  Diverse strategies for the range 
of full–to–partial labels 
(inspection from outside through unpacking) 

•  Develop inter-institutional databases for 
expeditionary sample/locality information 

•  Recurate while digitizing 



One size does not fit all 

Happy collections are all alike;  
every unhappy collection is unhappy in its own way. 

(Apologies to L. Tolstoy) 


