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3+ voucher specimens 
1 tissue sample 
Alcohol collection fruits, flowers 
Living collection 
Notebook entry 
10+ images (RAW + JPG) 

The Scenario 
Papua New Guinea botanical collecting expedition 

 > 250 flowering and fruiting taxa/specimens  
  



Field collection 



Back in camp 

If possible: 
Begin data entry 
Download and sort images 
 



Back in the office 
Specimens dried, sorted, duplicates shipped (annotation on newspaper) 
Data entry into field collections database 
Data imported into BISH specimen database  
BISH sheet numbers & barcode 
Label generation, mounting, imaging, filing 
 
 



In the lab 
Tissue sample – removed from field packets 
Assigned PCMB number –  linked to BISH voucher 
Sample subdivided and gifted 
Extracted DNA 
Other products 
Data – in house and submitted to Genbank 



Tracking! 

•  SAJ field number – the main link 
•  Accession number for expedition 
•  BISH number 
•  PCMB number 
•  Field images, digitized herbarium voucher 
•  Genbank numbers 
•  Other duplicate specimen numbering systems 
•  etc. 



The future using QR codes and 
GUIDs? 
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