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Agenda	
		

•  Statement	of	Purpose	(Neil	Cobb)	
•  Portals	and	their	value	(Andy	Miller)	
•  Symbiota	icon	(Andy	Miller)	
•  Wish	list	(Anne	Barber)	
•  Symbiota	Working	Group	Webinars	(Andy	Miller)	
•  interoperability	between	Symbiota	and	GEOLocate	(Michael	Denslow)	
•  iDigBio	SWG	and	iDigBio	Symbiota	in-person	workshops	(Neil	Cobb)	
•  Updates	(Neil	Cobb)	
•  Open	discussion	(everyone!)	
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Statement	of	Purpose	

	
The	purpose	of	the	Symbiota	Working	Group		is	to	ensure	the	growth	and	sustainability	of	Symbiota	data	portals	through	
increased	collaboraQons	among	portals,	developers,	and	third	party	enQQes.		The	Symbiota	Working	Group	(SWG)	goal	is	
to	idenQfy	levels	of	collaboraQon	and	develop	a	strategic	plan	that	will	help	guide	the	evoluQon	of	Symbiota	soSware	
and	the	network	of	communiQes	that	use	Symbiota.	The	SWG	will	focus	on	five	areas:	1)	Sharing	both	experQse	and	

training	across	portals,	2)	PrioriQzing	development	and	implementaQon	of	added-value	funcQonality,	3)	CollaboraQng	in	
funding	solicitaQons	to	support	conQnued	development	and	growth	of	Symbiota,	4)	Developing	working	relaQonships	

with	third	party	developers,	and		5)	Improving	portal	capacity	to	serve	data	for	research	and	educaQonal	use.	
	

The	Symbiota	Working	Group	is	comprised	of	end	users	and	developers,	where	end	users	include	primarily	managers	of	
Symbiota	portals	but	can	be	any	end	user	that	wants	to	help	improve	Symbiota	as	a	soSware	or	the	data	portal	

funcQonality.		There	are	over	26	Symbiota	portals	that	have	produced	over	18	million	records	that	encompass	plants,	
lichens,	bryophytes,	algae,	fungi,	invertebrates,	and	to	a	lesser	degree	vertebrates.	Symbiota	portals	primarily	funcQon	
as	web	portals	for	museums	to	submit	and	annotate	specimen	or	observaQon	records.	They	then	serve	the	data	to	
aggregators	(e.g.,	iDigBio,	GBIF),	but	they	also	serve	as	aggregators	as	well,	and	many	of	the	funcQons	in	Symbiota	

portals	provide	summary	informaQon	and	mapping	capabiliQes.		They	allow	researchers	to	view	potenQal	data	sets	or	
educators	to	compile	checklists	and	distribuQon	maps	for	use	in	the	classroom.	So,	an	interesQng	challenge	is	to	know	

when	it	is	good	to	develop	a	capacity	in	Symbiota,	partner	with	a	third	party	to	provide	added	funcQonality	(e.g.,	
georeferencing,	mapping)	and	when	to	let	another	enQty	provide	the	funcQonality	(e.g,	dedicated	aggregator).		This	is	an	
important	point	in	Qme	to	develop	a	roadmap	that	will	more	efficiently	guide	us	over	the	next	few	years	and	beyond.	



Symbiota	Portals:	18	million	records	served	through	621	collec6ons	in	22	Portals	(9	TCN	Portals)	

Data	Management	
Open	access	of	data	

Management	&	Oversight		



Symbiota	Portals:	18	million	records	served	through	621	collec6ons	in	22	Portals	(9	TCN	Portals)	

Value	>	$30	million	dollars!	
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wish	list	
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h?ps://docs.google.com/document/d/1LJQet37GgqOOka1ABW-ktagJXw1_hJNqP2iu1Q2YKnM/edit?usp=sharing	

Symbiota Working Group 

wishlist report | December 2015 

The wishlist items as reported by the Symbiota Working Group were incredibly diverse. Let’s begin with the 

most commonly requested items. +X = number of votes.  

+3 resource linking 

for publications, checklists, datasets and more comprehensive links to genetic data 

+2 collaborative georeferencing 

as in across portals. I believe this project is already being undertaken by Ed and Nelson 

+2 usage statistics 

more detailed and comprehensive usage stats similar to iDigBio 

+2 dataset descriptions 

a field or set of fields to enter DwC:datasetName for elements like exiscatti and expeditions 

+2 support for geology/paleontology 

this is getting into DwC:GeologicalContext territory, but would be great considering the recently awarded paleo 

TCN 

+1s 

add fields: 

 DwC:behavior 

 DwC:datasetName 

 more taxa (superorder, subfamily, etc.) 

 annotator’s institution 

 Publication in basisOfRecord 

 

1. admin redesign (ex: combine all admin tools on user profile page, consolidate Sitemap) 

2. include distribution map on species profile pages 

3. in search results, indicate which records have images (image icon, etc.) 

4. filter map search results by coordinateUncertaintyInMeters 

5. public search results sorted by x 

6. autoincrement catalog numbers while entering records 

7. move fieldNumber next to recordNumber, enable duplicate searching on this field 

8. ability to add new taxa in skeletal data entry tool 

9. include IS NOT LIKE in custom field search 

10. import annotations based on catalogNumber, not Core ID 

11. search determination history 

12. download taxa trees 

13. tools for finding taxa conflicts, errors 

14. advanced search for public similar to the one in Edit Occurrence Records 

15. ability to email collector along with collection admin 

16. Symbiota version of RGBIF routine 
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Monthly	Webinars	–	January	to	June	2016	

January	–	CollecQon	Management	Features,	Elizabeth	Lippoldt	(MiCC)		
February	–	Record	CreaQon,	Michael	Denslow	(SERNEC)	
March	–	TranscripQon,	Julie	Smith	(LBCC)		
April	–	Georeferencing,	Anne	Barber	(SCAN)		
May	–	Crowdsourcing,	Mari	Roberts	(MaCC)		
June	–	Webinar	Request	by	users,	TBD	
	
	
•  Envision	30-45	minutes	per	webinar	
•  Don’t	need	to	do	too	much	work	–	just	open	up	your	favorite	portal	
and	start	showing	users	your	workflow	
•  Leave	plenty	of	Qme	for	quesQons	
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interoperability	between	Symbiota	and	GEOLocate	(Michael	Denslow)	
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iDigBio	SWG	and	iDigBio	Symbiota	in-person	workshops		
	

	
3	possible	venues	

	
Botany	mee6ng,	Ecological	Society	of	America	mee6ng,	and	Chicago	

	
	

Include	hack-o-thon?	
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Updates	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	

Open	Discussion	
	
	


